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SELECT AN OVERWATCH POSITION

071-326-5606
CONDITIONS
As a fire team leader, given the direction of the enemy threat, route and destination of a bounding element, and a designated area to select an overwatch position.

STANDARDS
Select the fire team position within the designated area that provides--

1.
Cover and concealment.

2.
Observation and good fields of fire from the overwatch position, along the route of the bounding element up to its destination.

Note:
The range of the fire team’s weapons must be considered. The overwatching element must be able to support by fire, if necessary.

TRAINING AND EVALUATION

Training Information Outline
1.
The bounding overwatch technique is used when contact is expected. One fire team advances while the other team is in an overwatch position ready to fire.

2.
The key to this movement technique is the proper use of terrain. All members of the squad must exploit all natural cover and conceal​ment. Exposure to possible enemy observation must be kept to a minimum. A bound is normally made to a position about 100 to 150 meters forward of the overwatch team. The terrain, the range of the overwatch fire team’s weapons, and the ability of the squad leader to control all elements of his squad must be considered.

3.
In these bounds, the squad leader has both fire teams move along the same general line of advance. On occupying an overwatch position, the fire team leader must ensure that all team members can support the bounding team by fire when needed. A change in the team’s position within the general location designated by the squad leader may be necessary.

EVALUATION PREPARATION
Setup: At the test site, provide all materials and equipment given in the task conditions statement.

Brief Soldier: Tell the soldier that he will select a fire team position within the designated area.

EVALUATION GUIDE

Performance Measures
Results
1.
Provide observation and good fields of fire.
P       F

2.
Provide cover and concealment.
P       F

3.
Can support the bounding element’s advance.
P       F

FEEDBACK
Score the soldier GO if all steps are passed. Score the soldier NO-GO if any steps are failed. If the soldier fails any steps, show what was done wrong and how to do it correctly.
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