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PATROLLING
CONDUCT A ZONE

RECONNAISSANCE BY A PLATOON

071-720-0012
CONDITIONS
As the platoon sergeant or acting platoon leader of a rifle platoon, given a 1:50,000 map, a lensatic compass, and a mission to conduct a zone reconnaissance of an area specified on the map.

STANDARDS
Satisfactorily perform the following within the time specified by the commander:

1.
Organize the platoon into the command, reconnaissance, and security elements necessary to accomplish the mission.

2.
Employ one of the three basic methods of zone reconnaissance (fan, converging routes, or successive sectors).

3.
Obtain and report information about the terrain and enemy within the specified area.

4.
Enter and leave the target area without being detected by the enemy.

TRAINING AND EVALUATION

Training Information Outline
1.
Estimate of the situation. Upon receipt of the reconnaissance mission, the platoon leader develops an estimate of the situation. That estimate is based on all current intelligence available about the enemy in the vicinity of the target area, and on the capabilities of the unit. While planning for the mission, the unit engages in normal preparation for the mission. The organization is tailored to best support the mission. The reconnaissance element of a platoon will normally be no larger than a squad.

2.
Planning details. The overall plan is developed, based on the following considerations:


a.
Intelligence. All reconnaissance operations must be based on the best information available about conditions in the objective area.


b.
Deceptive measures. The success of reconnaissance operations depends to a large extent, on deception measures and on undetected infiltration and exfiltration.


c.
Use of the smallest possible unit to accomplish the mission. This decreases the possibility of detection by the enemy. While only a small element may do the actual reconnoitering, the parent unit must be large enough to provide security or support if the reconnaissance element is detected or engaged by an enemy force.


d.
The importance of remaining undetected. The unit uses stealth, camouflage, concealment, and sound and light discipline while taking advantage of limited visibility to avoid contact and to get near or on the objective.


e.
Use of STANO devices. The unit uses surveillance, target acquisition, and night observation (STANO) devices to help it to move and to gain information about the enemy. Based on intelligence reports, however, consideration must be given to the enemy’s detection devices. When detection devices are available to the enemy, passive devices should be used by reconnoitering forces to decrease the probability of enemy detection.


f.
Rehearsals. After all intelligence has been analyzed, the plan developed, special items of equipment procured and issued, and the troops briefed, the unit then rehearses the plan. The rehearsal increases the probability of the operation’s success. Rehearsals are as detailed as time will allow and include dry runs and briefings, with appropriate repetition, and questioning to ensure understanding of the plan. Contingency plans are also rehearsed where applicable; as a minimum, those plans must be repeated by the reconnaissance members to ensure they are understood.


g.
The need for minimizing audio and electronic communications. Constraints on communication depend upon enemy detection capabilities and upon how quickly the information obtained about the enemy must be acted on. There may be instances where the importance of the information may require an immediate report that could threaten the unit’s existence. Often, a one-time radio contact during the mission is necessary.


h.
Inspections. The planning phase of the operation will include at least one inspection of all members of the reconnaissance force, to include their equipment. Only equipment identified by the platoon leader as essential for mission accomplishment will be carried. Special equipment must be closely inspected and safeguarded to ensure its functioning during the mission. Personnel and equipment assigned to augment the unit must also be carefully inspected and monitored before and during the operation. Every shortcoming found in personnel or equipment is corrected before the operation begins. Thorough inspections and supervision of personnel and equipment before the operation make compromise or failure less likely.

3.
Organization of the unit for a zone reconnaissance patrol. Regardless of the type of reconnaissance, the unit normally is organized into three elements: command and control element, reconnaissance element, and security element.


a.
Command and control. The commander of the unit conducting a reconnaissance normally will require a small command group. The command group helps communicate with higher headquarters, subordinate elements, and supporting forces; helps coordinate and control supporting elements, fire support, and air or water transport; and helps provide logistical support for the operation. For small operations, this group may consist of only the commander and a radio operator. For larger operations, the commander may require intelligence, logistics, and fire support elements, with communication personnel adequate for sustained 24‑hour operations. The command group is always kept as small as possible.


b.
Reconnaissance of the objective. The reconnaissance element approaches the target using stealth and concealment. The element must acquire the needed information while remaining undetected. It must skillfully avoid all known and discovered enemy sensing devices; therefore, patience is important. Passive STANO devices will be used to observe activities at the objective. Reconnaissance personnel may electronically transmit information about the target to the appropriate headquarters as it is observed, or they may withdraw from the target and disseminate the information by other means. The reconnaissance site should be sterilized before the reconnaissance elements withdraw from it. Withdrawal from the area must be as skillful, patient, and precise as was the movement into it.


c.
Security of the force. The element(s) responsible for security must give the commander sufficient warning of the location and movement of enemy forces to permit the friendly force to take evasive action. When it is not possible to give warning, covering fires must be provided to permit withdrawal of the reconnaissance element. Only timely warning and accurate information can give the commander the time and space to react. If the reconnaissance element is detected by the enemy, the commander must have correct information quickly in order to support the element with suppressive fires, or to give it time to evade and withdraw.

4.
Zone reconnaissance. In a zone reconnaissance, the platoon is tasked to obtain information about the terrain and enemy within a clearly defined boundary (Figure 1). The techniques presented below can be used regardless of the nature of the intelligence objective. The major differences would result from the movement technique involved.
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Figure 1. Zone reconnaissance.

a.
Once given a zone reconnaissance mission, the platoon will move to the designated area in the shortest possible time. This normally involves traveling along existing roads and, of course, employing the appropriate movement techniques. During this movement to an area, the platoon should report and bypass enemy opposition unless ordered to take other action.


b.
The choice of the techniques that follow should be based on the distribution of intelligence objectives within the area and the time allocated for their reconnaissance. Objective rally points (ORPs) and rendezvous points are used to facilitate control.


(1)
The fan method (Figure 2). The element leader first selects a series of ORPs throughout the zone from which to operate. When the unit arrives at the first ORP, it halts and establishes security. The leader confirms the unit’s location. He then selects reconnaissance routes to and from the ORP. (These routes form a fan-shaped pattern around the ORP. The routes must overlap to ensure that the entire area has been reconnoitered.) The leader sends out reconnaissance elements along the routes. He does not send out all of his elements at once. He keeps a small reserve in the ORP. (For example, if the unit has three reconnaissance elements, only two are sent out. The other one is kept as a reserve.) Additionally, the patrol leader sends the elements out on adjacent routes. This avoids having the unit make contact in two different directions. After the entire area (fan) has been reconnoitered, all information acquired during the reconnaissance is disseminated. The unit moves to the next ORP. This action is reported at each successive ORP.
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Figure 2. The fan method.

(2)
The converging routes method (Figure 3). In this method, the unit moves to its zone of operation. Once there, they halt at the designated ORP and establish security. The leader confirms his location and the unit is broken down into smaller elements. The leader gives each element a reconnaissance route, the location for the rendezvous point, and a linkup time at the rendezvous point. All elements depart for their designated routes. The leader normally travels with the center element. Each element normally reconnoiters its route using the fan method. After the zone has been reconnoitered, the elements link up at the rendezvous point at the designated time. Security is established in the same manner as it was in the ORP. All of the information gathered will be given to the soldiers. The unit returns to friendly lines.
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Figure 3. The converging routes method.

(3)
The successive sector method (Figure 4). The successive sector method of area reconnaissance is a continuation of the converging routes method. The unit moves to its zone of operation and selects an ORP, a series of reconnaissance routes, and rendezvous point. The action of the unit at each ORP and rendezvous point is the same as is used for the converging routes method. At each rendezvous point, information is disseminated. That point becomes the ORP for the next phase. This action continues until the entire zone has been reconnoitered. Once the reconnaissance is completed, the unit returns to friendly lines.
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Figure 4. The successive sector method.
EVALUATION PREPARATION
Setup: Provide a test site that includes the materials and equipment indicated in the task conditions statement.

Brief Soldier: Tell the soldier that he will be a platoon sergeant or acting platoon leader. Tell the soldier that he must organize the platoon as described in the standards for the mission.

EVALUATION GUIDE

Performance Measures
Results
1.
Organize the platoon in the command, reconnaisssance, and

security elements necessary to accomplish the mission.
P       F

2.
Employ one of the three basic methods of zone reconnaissance

(fan, converging routes, or successive sectors).
P       F

3.
Obtain and report information about the terrain and enemy

within the specified area.
P       F

4.
Enter and leave the target area without being detected by

the enemy.



P       F

FEEDBACK
Score the soldier GO if all steps are passed. Score the soldier NO-GO if any steps are failed. If the soldier fails any steps, show what was done wrong and how to do it correctly.

REFERENCES

Required



Related
None
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