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NIGHT VISION DEVICES
CONTROL USE OF NIGHT VISION DEVICES

071-710-0004
CONDITIONS
Given a fire team-sized element located in a defensive position at night, with assigned night vision devices and a platoon early warning system (PEWS).

STANDARDS
The element’s sector is covered by observation and any dead space is covered by PEWS.

TRAINING AND EVALUATION

Training Information Outline
1.
The night observation plan must ensure overlapping sectors of observation similar to sectors of fire. Assign each night vision device a sector of observation. If possible, any device mounted on a weapon should have a matching sector of fire for the weapon.

2.
Thermal sights should be kept on the wide field of view settings for normal use. When a target is detected and engagement begins, the sight should be set to a higher magnification. Other devices should be required to cover portions of the sector of observation for the brief time that a normal target engagement takes.

3.
Some device should be placed forward of the firing positions to help provide early warning. Night observation and listening posts using night vision devices can provide target identification for organic direct and indirect fire weapons.

4.
Dead space can be covered using the PEWS. Defiles, gullies, wooded areas, and other areas that cannot be observed using night vision devices should be covered using PEWS sensors.

5.
The efficiency of an observer decreases rapidly after using night vision devices for 30 minutes. Observers should be rotated at least every 30 minutes. Observer teams should be relieved about every two hours.

6.
During night movement, using a three-man element at squad level may help in detecting and destroying the enemy. The three-man element consists of one soldier who has night-adapted vision and uses no vision devices, one soldier who is using the AN/PVS-5 or AN/PVS-7 night vision goggles, and one soldier who is using an M16A1 or M16A2 rifle and AN/PVS-4 night vision sight. This technique provides the element with a wide range of viewing capability. Personnel and equipment should be rotated frequently so that soldier vision “burnout” does not occur. The soldier with night-adapted vision does not take turns on the night vision equipment. He is rotated with another soldier who has night-adapted vision.

EVALUATION PREPARATION
Setup: This task should be evaluated during a field training exercise. Otherwise, provide the soldier with the personnel and equipment given in the task conditions statement.

Brief Soldier: Tell the soldier to assign duties and responsibilities to the personnel of his fire team for use of night vision devices.

EVALUATION GUIDE

Performance Measures
Results
1.
Assign overlapping sectors of observation.
P       F

2.
Set thermal sights on wide field of view.
P       F

3.
Assign the device to an observation post.
P       F

4.
Use PEWS in dead space.
P       F

5.
Rotate operators at least every 30 minutes.
P       F

6.
Employ a three-man element during movement.
P       F

FEEDBACK
Score the soldier GO if all steps are passed. Score the soldier NO-GO if any steps are failed. If the soldier fails any steps, show what was done wrong and how to do it correctly.
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